The Cork version of the ‘Hairy Bikers’ arrived on Sherkin for a few days last month and were quite a
sight with their 4 heavy touring motorbikes. (New list of rates for carriage by ro-ro to Sherkin for all
kinds of vehicles and livestock can be found in this issue). Unfortunately the bikers didn’t get to see
that much of the island as we were experiencing the heavy mist that we all came to know so well
during June, but like many visitors to the island they vowed to come again. Of course, the most
spectacular looking biker was missing for the photo, and they didn’t leave us any recipes either, a task
left to Mary O’Reilly whose method of cooking mackerel and herring can be found inside this
newsletter.

Our thanks go to Tony Milner of dps design Cork who came to the island last week to do a training
session with the new volunteer administrators of the Sherkin website, Sue Cahalane, Aisling Moran
and Nuala Mahon. The site www.sherkinisland.ie is once again ‘live’ and the administrators are
endeavouring to put up current information and news, as well as the more arduous task of correcting
and improving the content that is already there.
RTE Radio 1 is currently broadcasting the short-listed stories in the Francis MacManus radio short
story competition 2012. There are stories from all round the country including a few from Co. Cork
and one by Nollaig Rowan-Downey (of Dublin and Kilmoon, Sherkin Island), which was broadcast
on July 3rd. Well done! There is a story every night on RTE Radio 1, at 11.10pm and they can also be
listened to via the website. http://www.rte.ie/radio1/francismacmanus/
Congratulations also go to Sarah Collins and Ed Sheehy who announced their engagement recently,
and to Padraig Cahalane and Aileen Williamson on the birth of their 2 nd child on 6th July, a daughter
Calley, who looks just like her brother Wesley.
This newsletter is produced by Karen Mould and Sue Cahalane and published by SIDS. We welcome news and
articles of general interest and please do contact us with information about forthcoming events. Articles can be
emailed to sherkinnewsletter@gmail.com, or delivered by hand, and any enquiries to 087 7715862. We look
forward to hearing from you! Next deadline 10th Aug 2012

Rath and the Islands Parish Assembly
After last year’s summer break, Parish Assembly meetings began in the autumn with preparations for
the 50th International Eucharistic Congress in Dublin in June 2012. A Pastoral Preparation evening
was held in Skibbereen and attended by parish assembly members from both Rath & the Islands and
Skibbereen, as well as the wider community. Both parish assemblies came together again to organise
a tea party in November to thank Fr. Donal Cotter for his serve to the parishes, following his move to
Bantry at the end of the summer. His departure saw Fr. Martin O’Driscoll taking over as
Administrator of the Parishes and we welcomed Fr. Anthony Buckley to the parish and to the parish
assembly. Following the previous year’s changes to mass times in both parishes, more were to come
for other churches in the cluster of parishes in our area. This was necessary so as to adjust to the
reduced number of priests, now and in the future.
Many Parish Assembly meetings involved discussions about the day to day running of parish
activities, including Christmas and Easter ceremonies and things that help improve the running of the
church/parish. The Easter ceremonies this year saw a bigger involvement from parishioners, with the
Stations of the Cross being carried out solely by lay people in Rath Church. A fundraising cake sale in
Rath on the June weekend helped to raise much-needed funds for the parish. A forum for Sherkin has
been set up where interested parishioners can raise concerns/ideas and where they can take an interest
in the activities of the church on Sherkin. A parish office has been set up in Skibbereen and a website
for both parishes is in the pipeline.
Fr. Sean O’Sullivan, Director of Pastoral Planning attended a meeting in early spring and gave a
very interesting and informative talk. He spoke about the importance of the parish assembly’s work
and gave ideas from other parishes.
A Eucharistic Congress Procession took place in Skibbereen on 17th June. All cluster group
parishes took part in the procession up Cork Road to the Show Grounds, where Benediction was
celebrated. On the day of the Eucharistic Congress Mass on Sunday 17th June, Exposition took place
in Rath Church from 11.00am to 1.30pm, while a number of members of the community attended the
Mass itself in Dublin. A parish mission is one of the major events of the summer, with Eddie Stone
coming to speak on Saturday 11th August in Rath Church. Further information will be available soon.
The Church newsletter is the main outlet for information. The Parish Assembly would like to
encourage greater participation from parishioners in the different ceremonies or functions taking place
in the parish. If anyone would like to get involved, the assembly is there to help or guide. Contact
David Sheehy, Chairperson, on 086- 2618379.
The Parish Assembly had its last meeting before the summer in May and Sherkin were delighted
to welcome both the parish assembly and members of St. Colman’s Cathedral Chamber Choir at the
weekend mass.

Members of the Rath and the
Islands Parish Assembly on
their visit to Sherkin on 30th
June .
left to right: Michael John
Collins, David Sheehy
(Chairperson), Cecilia Uí
Dhrisceoil, Eileen Bohane, Fr.
Anthony From Buckley, Siobhan
O'Brien, Mary Browne and Fiona
Aston.( Missing from the photo
is Susan Murphy-Wickens, just
popped out to get milk for the
teas.)

Sherkin Library News

Statistics for June
Books borrowed 156
Memberships new or renewed 11
Internet sessions used 12
Visitors 72

Opening Hours
Tuesday 1.30pm – 5.30pm
Thursday 11am – 2pm
Friday 5.30pm– 8.30pm

Children’s Summer Workshops
Silk Painting Workshop with Veronica O’Driscoll, Mondays 13th & 20th August, 2.30pm – 4.30pm.
Suitable for children aged 8 and over, numbers are limited so booking is advisable. Please ring the
library during opening hours for more information 028 20009.
Book Reviews
The Search by Nora Roberts.
Fiona Bristow, a dog trainer with a gift for training the owner as well as the hound, is hiding from a
traumatic incident which left her unsure if she could love and trust again. Happily for the reader a
handsome neighbour with a pesky pup pops up on her horizon.
As well as going on the love journey with them, we are treated to a bit of gripping crime in the form
of a copy cat killer out to get Fiona. We learn not only how to tame men but also serial killers and
dogs. I found myself rethinking how I look at Abbey dog of Sherkin. They don’t like it when you
scowl for example, so don’t call a dog to you and frown. They won’t come! The same goes for
neighbours, serial killers and members of the opposite sex.
“Nora’s style is crisp, detailed and alive, her characters are rounded and assertive.” Daily Mail
“For gritty crime mingled with romance, you can’t go wrong with a Nora Roberts.” Image
The Tooth Fairy by Graham Joyce.
A haunting journey through the mythic, fairytale landscape of childhood and beyond……….
Sam Southall and his friends were like any gang of normal young boys. Roaming wild around the
outskirts of their car factory town. Daring adults to challenge their freedom.
Until the night Sam wakes up to find a Tooth Fairy sitting at the edge of his bed. Not the gentle figure
all children believe in. But a malevolent, nightmarish presence. Taunting him for his fears and
limitations. Opening up the dark side of himself. (Book cover)
I just copied the book cover because I cannot give the book justice. It’s an immaculate piece of
writing that I could not put down. There are one liners that you will want to make mental notes of.
Written with pith and humour, you will recognise the characters, the settings and the strong feelings
of childhood and puberty.
“A modern parable of loss and maturity ….deft, canny and highly readable” Iain Banks.
Sad to see you go
Aiden, Aoebhean, Faye, Patrick, Conor and Dylan are leaving the Sherkin National School this
Summer and I am going to miss their weekly visits to the Library. They have helped make the Library
a happy place to be. Thank you for the lovely drawings you made for the library when you were
younger, they will stay there as a little lesson in history.
Aiden drew my favourite picture of, the Library, Abbey dog and me, many years ago.
Please remember to carry on visiting the Library whenever you can, there will always be a warm
welcome for you and you know that the books want to be in your hands and not on the shelves.
I hope you carry on your good reading habits and may the world open up its pages for you all to learn
to be the best you can be.

Ro Ro Prices

Description of
Merchandise
Car, Vanette
Jeep or Pick up
Hiace Van or People Carriers
Vans or Minibus (up to 12 people)
Large vans or mini bus
Tractors
Motorbikes/Scooters
Small Car Trailer
Cattle or Horse Boxes
Agricultural Trailer ( 10ft x 6ft)
Boat Trailers (18ft)
Traps & Carts
Caravan
Mobile Homes
Bicycles
Cattle over 1 yr *
Cattle under 1 yr *
Calves *
Sheep*
Pigs*
Horses
Ponies under 14 HH
Foals
Donkeys
Chicken,Ducks, ETC (In boxes)
Squre Bales Hay
Round Bales Hay
4 Axel Truck 25 Ton
3 Axel Truck 20 Ton
Cattle Truck
2 Axel 10 Ton
2 Axel 5-10 Ton
2 Axel 2-5 Ton
Mini Digger
1 Ton Pallet
2 Ton Pallet
Recycling Bins
Large Refuse Bins
Large Bag of Coal
Small Bag of Coal
Large Gas
Small Gas
25 Ltrs Diesel
* Minimum of 12 if not on designated days

Single Return
€

€

30.00
35.00
35.00
35.00
45.00
40.00
5.00
10.00
15.00
35.00
15.00
10.00
40.00
100.00
1.50
6.50
6.50
2.50
2.50
2.50
10.00
10.00
6.50
6.50
2.00
0.25
3.00

45.00
60.00
60.00
60.00
70.00
50.00
10.00
20.00
25.00
55.00
30.00
20.00
75.00
200.00
3.00
7.50
7.50
3.00
3.00
3.00
12.50
12.50
7.50
7.50
0.25
3.00
125.00
110.00
110.00
90.00
80.00
70.00
60.00

10.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
1.00
0.50
2.50
1.00
1.00

Nuacht S N Inis Arcáin
Mayor of Skibbereen Town Council Karen Coakley visited Sherkin Island N S at the end of
the school term in support of the school artist in residence programme.

Sports day on Cape Clear

Sherkin Island Family Fun Regatta
Sunday 22nd July
All the usual rowing races plus a field of fun for all the family,
refreshments, face-painting, children’s races, bouncy castle etc
Baking for the food stall greatly appreciated!
See you there!
All offers of help with either the setting up, on the day, or the clearing
up afterwards to Rosaleen 087 2638470 or Aisling 087 7669657
To ensure that competitors and stalls have adequate space we would ask ever
one to kindly keep the pier free of cars on this day. Anyone heading out for
the weekend might remember that the space will be needed for the regatta on
the Sunday.
All funds raised will go to Sherkin Island Development Society.

Report from SIDS
The officers of the new committee for SIDS, following the Annual General Meeting were nominated
at the first meeting of the Committee.
They are –
Chair – Maureen O'Neill; Vice Chair – Michael Collins; Treasurer – Barry Mahon; Assistant
Treasurer – Martin O'Driscoll. Syd Cheatle continues as Minutes Secretary. Other committee
members are - Joe Aston; Mark O'Neill; Sean G O'Neill.
No Secretary was appointed, but a decision was taken to try to find a part time paid post to fulfil the
Secretary role.
It is hoped that all Members of SIDS will support the Committee by volunteering their time and
experience in running SIDS. The next event for which assistance will be needed is the Regatta on
Sunday July 22nd. There is a separate note in this Newsletter about the Regatta.
The Treasurer reported that the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht has paid €41,734 to
SIDS for the BAVA course grant for the second half of 2009 and 2010, which were not drawn down
by the previous Committee. This will enable the staff working on the BAVA course to be paid for the
period since 15 January 2012, allows SIDS to remove the overdraft(s) incurred by the previous
personnel and pay outstanding accounts. Any surplus left after these transactions will be placed on
deposit.
The Sherkin Island web site is now active – please check it regularly for news updates,
The address is www.sherkinisland.ie

West Cork Fit-up Theatre Festival
Blood in the Alley Productions
are delighted to announce the line up for the Sherkin leg of the
2012 West Cork Fit-up Theatre Festival:
(Please note that tickets are only available on the day and that all performances start promptly at 8pm,
with no admittance after this time).
Friday July 27th a double bill of TrueWest Theatre Co. Presents: 'THE BAGLADY' by Frank

McGuinness with Maria McDermottroe.
Followed by Fishamble: The New Play Company presents 'The Wheelchair on My Face' a look
back on a myopic childhood, Written and performed by Sonya Kelly Directed by Gina Moxley
Produced by Marketa Dowling .
Friday August 3rd Back by popular demand, Fishamble: The New Play Company presents
‘Forgotten’ written and performed by Pat Kinevane, directed by Jim Culleton, produced by Marketa
Dowling.
Friday August 10th 'MIMIC' written & performed by Ray Scannell, directed by Tom Creed.
Friday August 17th 'THE GHOST SHOW', written and composed by Conor & Fergus Linehan. With
Rosaleen Linehan, Mark O'Regan and Conor Linehan.
FOR MORE INFO GO TO : www.westcorkfit-upfestival.com

Rugher Recycling
The Rugher Recycling centre is only open on MONDAYS from 10am – 2pm . PLEASE do not
throw bags over the gate at any time as this will mean that the area will get into the mess it was in
before Christmas and it will be be closed down again. Such dumping has already ocurred, by someone
with a cat……………If Monday doesn’t suit you to bring recycling and landfill please make
arrangements with a neighbour who could bring your stuff down with their own.
The good news is that you can now bring all your DRY recycling down to the site in just one bag for
€2, ie all paper, cardboard, tetra paks, plastic bottles and tubs and pots, tin cans and aluminium drink
cans, as long as everything is clean and dry. Landfill bags are €8, and the site is also accepting old car
batteries at the moment.
After paying for the transport of the recycling bins to the mainland there is a small bit of profit from
all the €2 and €8 collected from users. Ideas on how best to spend this money to improve the facility
are welcomed by Richard Haley at the site, or Aisling Moran or SIDS committee. One idea being
researched at the moment is for a compactor which would compress the recycling and therefore
decrease the number of times transport is needed to take the recycling bins to the mainland.

Domestic Wastewater Treatment Systems Registration Form
(septic tank form)
These forms, and an explanatory leaflet, are now available at the
library during opening hours.

Cooking with Mary O’Reilly
Nigel brought me mackerel the other day and I love mackerel. He stayed a while talking and it
reminded me of the days when my father would bring home herring. We would salt them into a barrel
where they could last up to a year if you hadn’t already eaten them, after six months they’d still be
very good.
When we’d be having fish I would take them out of the barrel, say a dozen, put them in a net bag and
lay them in the stream below the house for an hour or so to freshen. We would hang them out to dry
and then hang them up the hob (chimney) to smoke. We would take them down when we needed them
and perhaps lay them on the hot coals to finish them off, delicious! Now, I must go get the salt for
these mackerel………………..

Off The Ground Presents “Peter Pan” by J.M Barrie
Are you ready? Then let’s fly to Neverland!
Watch out because there are Indians lurking in the forest, mermaids who wish to drown you and of
course the most sinister and black-hearted pirate ever to have sailed the seven seas, Captain Hook.
Whose nemesis the ticking crocodile is never far away... But never fear, for you will be with Peter
Pan! The boy who wouldn't grow up.
Join our eighteen strong cast and travel with us second on the right and straight on till morning!
Wendy and her brothers will feel just as lost and mystified as you in this strange and fantastical land
where anything is possible and all four seasons may pass by as you are filling up a jug of water! Peter
and his lost boys will take good care of you as you join in with their famous adventures and meet all
your favourite characters from J.M Barrie’s classic tale.
Bring a picnic and something to sit on for your family and friends as you spend your evening not on
Earth but in the Neverland at the Islanders Rest, Sherkin at 3pm sat 11 th August.

Rainfall for June 2012
The rainfall at Sherkin Island Marine Station for June 2012 was 177.8 mm, making it the wettest June
since 1973. 143.7 mm fell on seven days:
2nd
20.5 mm
4th
15.4 mm
6th
17.0 mm
7th
22.7 mm
14th 34.9 mm
25th 13.7 mm
27th 19.5 mm
The second wettest June was in 1998 when 159.2 mm fell. The driest June was 2006 when 13.3 mm
fell.

St. Mona's Church, Sherkin Island
Fundraising cake sale after 4.45pm Mass on Saturday 4th
August to go towards minor running costs for Sherkin Church.
Bakers and customers welcome!!

Dates for your Diary
July
Thurs 19th – 20th Circus Gerbola in Schull on Ballydehob Rd, 4.30pm on Friday only, and both
nights at 7.30pm.
Sun 22nd
Sherkin Regatta
Hoisting of Green flag at Sherkin NS at 1pm, VIPs in attendance!

Fri 27th

A double bill from the Fit up festival at Community Hall at 8pm prompt.
TrueWest Theatre Co. Presents: 'THE BAGLADY' by Frank McGuinness, with
Maria McDermottroe .
Followed by
Fishamble: The New Play Company presents 'The Wheelchair on My Face' a
look back on a myopic childhood. Written and performed by Sonya Kelly,
directed by Gina Moxley, produced by Marketa Dowling

Fri 27th- Aug 4th
Aug
Fri 3rd

Tues 7th-12th
7th – 12th
Fri 10th

Skibbereen Arts Festival, music, art, film, talk, drama, children’s events,
workshops etc. More details www.skibbereenartsfestival.com 087-1531692
Fishamble: The New Play Company presents ‘Forgotten’, written and performed
by Pat Kinevane, directed by Jim Culleton, produced by Marketa Dowling.
Community Hall 8pm prompt.
Water Safety Week at Abbey Strand, Sherkin. Swimming lessons and water
safety, more details Carrie Holland 028 20224
Calves Week in Schull, a week of sailing events and entertainments ashore.
'MIMIC' Written & performed by Ray Scannell, directed by Tom Creed, 8pm
Community Hall.

Sat 11th
Off the Ground present ‘Peter Pan’ at 3pm at The Islanders Rest.
Mon 13th and 20th Silk painting workshops for children with Veronika O’Driscoll in Community
Hall 2.30-4.30pm. Suitable for those aged 8 and over, booking advised, organised
by Cork County Library and Arts Service.
Fri 17th

'THE GHOST SHOW' Written and composed by Conor & Fergus Linehan. With
Rosaleen Linehan, Mark O'Regan and Conor Linehan at the Community Hall 8pm

